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Conference of Religion for Peace Speech

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to thank His Holiness Pope
Benedict for providing me with this auspicious occasion to speak. I am honored
to offer my congratulations to the assembly of world religious leaders for
gathering here in Assisi, a very holy site filled with peace and reconciliation.

Dear religious leaders,

The new era 1is approaching without any hesitation. The developments of
Advanced Information Technology and Social Network System have given us the
opportunity to connect and communicate with each other worldwide. Through
these vast network systems, the ramifications for inter—connection also appear
very rapidly in this Hyper—Connection Era. Everything is interconnected. You and
I, we are not independent beings, but we are all intricately connected with each
other. Buddhism gained insight into this truth through the Doctrine of dependent

origination.

Just as there are varieties of flowers that blossom and wither away, flowers
called “I” and “You” also blossom and will fade away. When each of these
precious lives blossom and make their solemn expression, the world could finally
blossom into a glorious and magnificent place. The world is like a single flower.
Every life is very precious. Just like these flowers, every sentient being is
beautiful and must be respected. There is no place for violence and terrorism
within the religious view, which gives precedence to preciousness of life.

For this reason, I would like to advocate for “Resolution for Life” to eradicate
the very root of violence and war that occurs in the name of religion or
ideology. I would like you to also join me to appeal for “Resolution for Peace” ,
so that harmonious co—-existence and mutual respect, beyond religion, race and
culture 1s made possible in this world. Moreover, we must recognize our cultural
differences and conflicts, and accept them as the opportunities for mutual
learning and spiritual and cultural association and transformation; therefore, we
must come together for “Resolution for Culture” . We must also make °
Resolution for Sharing” for those still suffering in poverty and hunger, inequality
and disparity. All these resolutions can be made possible through the practice of
our mind and heart. Everything is already perfect, and we are all connected like
the delicate flower petals. On this end, I would like to propose for “Resolution
for Practice” in order for us to experience this truth personally and to make
this world pure and fragrant as a flower.

Dear religious leaders,



“Declaration for Religious Peace” from the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
states that just as we wish to find peace and happiness, our neighboring
religions also wish to find peace and happiness through their religion. We may
all follow a different path, but the ultimate destination we wish to reach is the
same. Just as we cherish and treasure our own religion, other religions should
also be cherished and treasured. We should not judge other religions based on
our own viewpoints and language. Through the perspective and language of
others, we should strive to understand the religion of others. Even those without
any religion, their ways of life should also be respected.

Through love and kindness and through the practice of great compassion, all
religious practioners shall help those who are suffering to attain happiness and
peace. Together we will fight against poverty and disease, work to prevent war
and violence, and put a stop to indiscriminating development which causes
environmental destruction. We will work our best for all sentient beings to live
in peace and harmony.

May All Beings Be Happy.

The President of Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
The Most Venerable Jaseung



